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BLUEPRINT OF ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT 

 

To run any institution and organisation, a set of clear objectives and strategies with available means and 

methods are prerequisite to achieve desired goals. In the same way, to lead the department at greater 

height and to achieve its objectives, a blueprint should always be in mind. In this part, we have tried to 

present the current scenario and future prospects of the Department. 

 

About the Department: Department of Economics is one of the oldest departments in the college and it 

was started with the inception of the institution since 1970. It was recognised as postgraduate centre by 

Pune University and became research centre for M.Phil. in 2007 - 2008 and PhD in 2012 – 2013. The 

department is credited with more than hundred research works (PhD Thesis and MPhil Dissertations) on 

this occasion of Golden Jubilee celebration. Presently, this Department is bearing responsibility of 

teaching of more than twenty-five hundred students of Economics, Commerce and Management streams 

with only five faculty members. Due to vacant posts, working staff members are overloaded as BA, 

B.Com, BBA, MA and M.Com courses are taught by these faculty members. Apart from these normal 

activities, teaching staffs also care about MPhil and PhD students registered at the centre. 

  

Objectives of the Department of Economics:  Department of Economics of the College bears special 

responsibilities to serve the community, society and the nation through inculcating noble ideas and skills 

among the students. We can set our objectives as set by renowned institutions of Economics like Delhi 

School of Economics (DSE), Gokhale Institute of Politics and economics etc. as follows: 

 

❖ Our aim must be to become the best Department under Pune University within the next 5 years 

and to be among the best Economics Department in India in next 10 years and in Asia in next 15 

years. 

 

❖ To make the department a renowned research centre in India within next 10 years. 

 

❖ Keeping in mind the huge requirements of trained quantitative economists in the job markets, we 

intend to strengthen the quantitative aspects of our courses.  
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❖ Along with syllabus prescribed by the University, we should run supplementary courses like MS-

Office, SPSS, and Research Methodology to equip the students with quantitative skills required 

by the research industry and other government bodies to enhance their employability. The 

proposed programs will not only allow students from Economics but will also be open for 

students with Science and Engineering background. 

 

❖ Introduce research and academic tie-ups of the Department of Economic Sciences with other top 

national and international universities in order to expand opportunities for the researchers as well 

as the students who are a part of it. 

 

The objectives and goals discussed above are very high but achievable at a large extent by us also. For 

that we have to work on following strategies: 

About Admission in UG and PG:   

The courses run by DSE (Delhi School of Economics) can be learnt by average students having some 

quantitative knowledge. Some of my students completed their masters from DSE and shared their 

experiences with me. On that basis, here, in case of Poona College, we should try to fill the seats with at 

least 50% functional and quality students (having average i.q. with punctuality). For this at UG level, cut 

off point must be 60% for half of the intake. This strategy was adopted by the authorities during last year 

(2018-19) admission that was really appreciable initiative and its impact was positive. Presently, any 

student passed in class 12th can take admission in BA Economics on first-cum-first-serve basis. 

At PG level, a graduate from any discipline can enrol in MA Economics, yet the situation at master level 

is very pathetic where only one-third seats out of 60 intakes are filled with very poor quality students. 

Only five to eight students were regular during whole academic year. This is the biggest challenge 

before the department and college that must be resolved otherwise whole efforts will be in vain. 

As per my humble opinion, we should try our best to fill the full intakes with at least 50% functional and 

quality students. For this: 

• We should contact with our old students spread all over India and other countries. 

 

• We should approach to the students who fail to take admission in nearby colleges, Pune 

University and other universities.  

 

 



Dept. of Economics, Poona College 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4 | P a g e  

 

• We have to convince newcomers that we have well-qualified, skilled, experienced and dedicated 

faculties. For that we have to dedicate in teaching and other activities. 

 

• We must show them that we have adequate functional infrastructure and facilities like 

classrooms, conference hall, library, staffroom. 

 

• We should publicize that our students had successfully qualified JRF/NET/SET, SSC, Banking, 

etc. exams and get trained for other higher level exams like Indian Administrative Services and 

Indian Economic Services. In this connection, our prominent alumni must be specially focused.  

 

About the Courses: 

As mentioned earlier, courses offered by DSE can be easily learnt by our targeted students. The courses 

offered by DSE are highly job oriented and can be followed in practical sense by us. The courses run by 

DSE make students highly logical, quantitative and disciplined with practical knowledge which helps 

them to handle successfully any assignments in their respective field. We can also offer such courses to 

our students under the jurisdiction of Pune University too. 

About the Faculties of the Department: 

Faculty members of the department have to primarily discharge twin responsibilities- teaching and 

research. Teaching should be at top priority. For that they should submit daily ‘lesson-plan’ or ‘outline’ 

to the department and college. Co-curricular and extra-curricular activities should be complementary and 

supplementary activities as per the NAAC guidelines. 

Teaching staff should also focus on their personal development by doing quality and original research 

accepted and appreciated by national and international forums/bodies. This form of research work will 

place the department at international forum. 

As per my opinion, a teacher or researcher should select one specific area of research and go ahead at the 

end and become leader in their field. For example, one can select a industry or craft like lock industry of 

Aligarh, carpet industry of Bhadohi, Cotton and Textiles of Bhiwandi, bangles industry, wood industry, 

etc. particularly related to minority and underprivileged community and go in details at primary level 

study. Find out the problems and suggestions and publish the work in news-papers, journals and other 

media that will guide and help government machinery to formulate the policy for these people. This will 

be real research and people will be benefitted. This is the real service to the community, society and 
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nation. Our PG and research students will be very helpful in this assignment. I had already done this type 

of work during my PhD time in Aligarh. This type of work leads the institution ahead. For this, teachers 

should be guided properly and their problems must be addressed. 

Challenges and Opportunities: 

At present, the biggest challenge before the department is dearth of quality students and teachers on 

permanent basis. But, these challenges can be transformed into opportunities if we keep our objectives 

always before us. These objectives can be realized with coordination and cooperation by adopting 

democratic norms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF MEMBERS 
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There are five faculty members in the department with only one on permanent basis. The department has 

huge workload of eight teachers as more than twenty-five hundred students of various disciplines like 

Economics, Commerce and Management are taught by the teachers of this department. Apart from BA 

and MA Economics, the Department bears the teaching responsibility of B.Com, M.Com and BBA too. 

Research scholars enrolled in MPhil and PhD are also guided by the present faculty members. Presently, 

as per the need of the Department, Principal sir, being Commerce and Management background, takes 

keen interest and personal care of the department. The Department is flourishing under his democratic 

aptitude and dynamic leadership. 

PRINCIPAL 

 

           Prof. (Dr.) Aftab Anwar Shaikh 

• M.Com., MBA, Ph.D. 

• Teaching Experince: 27 years 

• Research Guide: about 50 (MPhil + PhD) 

• Administrative Experience: HoD + Principal 

 

VICE PRINCIPAL 

 

           Mr. Khan Moinuddin M H 

• Aalimiat and Fazeelat from Jami-atul-Falah, Azamgarh, UP,  B.A. 

(Hons.) Arabic (JMI, New Delhi), M.A. Arabic (JMI, New Delhi) 

• Teaching Experince: 30 years 

• Administrative Experience: HoD + VicePrincipal 

  

IN-CHARGE OF THE DEPARTMENT 

 

           Dr. M. Shahid Jamal Ansari 

• M.A. and NET in Economics 

• PhD from AMU, Aligarh (2012) 

• Teaching Experience: 7 years  

• Administrative Experience: HoD, Banking & In-charge of the 

Department of Economics 

 

FACULTY MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
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Sr. 

No. 

Photo Name & Qualification Teaching  

Experience 

Designation 

1. 

 

Dr. Gulnawaz Usmani 

 

M.A. & NET in Economics, PhD 

from AMU, Aligarh 

in 2017 

UG: 2 Yrs 

 

PG: 2 Yrs 

Assistant 

Professor 

 

 

Approved 

2. 

 

Dr. Vidyasagar Singaram 

 

M.B.A, M.Com, M.A, LL.B, 

M.Phil in Economics 

PhD from Pune University 

in February 2018 

UG: 3 Yrs 

 

PG: 2 Yrs 

Assistant 

Professor 

 

 

Approved 

3. 

 

Dr. Ana Mateen 

Masters in Business Economics 

NET in Management, PhD from 

Pune University in 2019 

UG: 4 Yrs 

 

PG: 6 Yrs 

Assistant 

Professor 

 

 

4. 

 

Ms. Rifat Memon 

 

M.A. in Economics,,MPhil in 

Economics, PhD from Pune 

University (Pursuing) 

UG: 3 Yrs 

 

PG: 2 Yrs 

Assistant 

Professor 
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LIC REPORT OF M.Phil and Ph.D 

 

Department of Economics is a research centre and it is mandatory to get renewal from the University 

during due period. This is done by a L.I.C. members constituted by the University. Department has 

applied for renewal of research centre and successfully get renewal for MPhil and PhD after positive 

L.I.C. report. For this report, Dr. Vidyasagar Singaram, a faculty member of the department has actively 

cooperated to Dr. Shahid Jamal Ansari (Incharge, Dept. of Economics) in preparation of files of MPhil ( 

for the period 2012-13, 2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17) and PhD ( for the period 2015-16, 

2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-20). The Committee was constituted with the chairman, Dr. Khare, 

Dean of Social Science and two members, Dr. Madhu Satam and Dr. Arvind Shelar. The committee 

members were satisfied with the performance of the department and they appreciated the work done by 

department. Finally, LIC members had given positive note with some compliant terms and conditions. 

 

 

LIC members, Principal, Vice-Principal, HoD, Economics rtd. (Dr. Shakeel Ahmed) 

Report 
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Of 

NATIONAL WEBINAR ON WORLD TUNA DAY 

 

Department of Economics in collaboration with Department of Zoology, Poona College of Arts, Science 

& commerce has conducted a National Level Webinar on the theme, history and importance of 'World 

Tune Day' on 2nd May, 2020 at 2:00pm. Our loving and able Principal, Prof. Aftab Anwar Shaikh had 

delivered Presidential address. He emphasised on the importance of this day in the light of United 

Nations resolution 71/124. Dr. Mujeeb Shaikh, HoD, zoology had welcomed the participants. Dr. 

M.Shahid Jamal Ansari, Incharge, Dept. of Economics highlighted the theme, history and importance of 

Tuna Day observed by United Nations. Dr. Ansari also emphasised the importance of natural resources 

and environment protection for sustainable development. Dr. Vidyasagar Singaram of Economics 

department thrown light on legal aspects of this 'Day' mentioned in UN charter. Dr. Shoeb Ahmad of 

zoology dept. had described the features of tuna fish in details. Finally, participants had given their own 

opinions with some questions. They will be provided certificate of participation. Overall about one 

hundred participants from different parts of India joined this National level Webinar to make it a grand 

success. 

Photographs 
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Report 

Of 

TWO DAYS INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR ON IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON 

ENTITLEMENT TO FOOD AND POVERTY ERADICATION 

 

Department of Economics had organized Two days International Webinar on Impact of Covid-19 on 

Entitlement to food and poverty eradication on 16th and 17th October 2020. Prof. Iqbal N. Shaikh gave a 

welcome address which was followed by Dr. Shahid Jamal Ansari delivering his advice on the theme of 

webinar. Miss. Carre Gaard, an environmental researcher and founder CEO of Ubuntu League 

Foundation and International Inter Cultural Coordinator was the chief guest who highlighted the impact 

of covid-19 on the global economy. In addition, she had also talked on how covid 19 had affected people 

in the world indicating an increase in poverty. Later, Matt Warner, president of Atlas Network chaired 

the webinar as a resource person. 

Dr. Vidya Sagar was the coordinator of the Programme and more than 100 participants had attended the 

webinar. 

Photographs 
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Report 

Of 

GUEST LECTURE ON OPERATING OF DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS 
 

An online guest lecture was organized by the Department of Economics (Post Graduate & Research 

Centre) on the topic “Operating of Deposit Accounts” on 2nd December, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. through 

Zoom Platform.  Mr. Jabbar N. Shaikh, Chief Manager & Faculty of Staff Training Centre, Bank of 

Maharashtra conducted the session on the above topic. 

This lecture was scheduled for all the F.Y. B.Com. - Banking & Finance students to gain knowledge on 

the procedure of opening of deposit accounts in the banks. The students learnt about the process of 

transfer and closing of accounts. The details of Know Your Customer Norms, (KYC Norms) were 

explained during the lecture along with relevant documents required to open an account in the bank. He 

discussed the different types of accounts in a bank both individual and institutional. 

More than 58 students attended the lecture. Dr. Ana Mateen was the coordinator of the session. 
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Report 

Of 

Online National Symposium on 

CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES FOR FARMERS IN INDIA 

 

The Department of Economics (Post Graduate & Research Centre), AKI’s Poona College of Arts, 

Science & Commerce, Camp, Pune in association with Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy, Kerala 

organized an Online National Symposium on Opportunities & Challenges for Farmers in India on 23rd 

December, 2020 to celebrate the Farmer’s Day as it is an important and relevant topic concerning the 

state of farmers in India. A number of College and University teachers, Bankers and Research scholars 

participated in this prestigious symposium. 

This Symposium was conducted through Zoom Video Conferencing. A certificate of participation was 

shared electronically after the feedback form was filled. There was no Registration Fee for participation. 

The programme started with the Welcome & Presidential Address by Dr. Aftab Anwar Shaikh, 

Principal, Poona College of Arts, Science and Commerce. Then the Theme of the webinar was presented 

by Dr. Shirley Jose K., Webinar Secretary, Sacred Heart College.  

The Webinar Speaker Dr. R. S. DESHPANDE, Former Director & Honorary Visiting Professor, 

Institute for Social and Economic Change (ISEC), Bangalore, gave the Key Address in the symposium. 

He highlighted the opportunities available for farmers in India and how they can utilize it for their 

upliftment. Also he discussed about the challenges faced by the farmers all over India and how to tackle 

the issues faced by them. 

Guest Speaker of the next session was Dr. Rajesh K., Assistant Professor, School of Management and 

Entrepreneurship, Kerala University of Fisheries and Ocean Studies (KUFOS). He emphasized on the 

need to identify the real farmers and encourage farmers for modern methods of storage, marketing and 

procurement of their produce.  

The Guest Speaker of the last session was Mr. Rajat Mehrotra, Deputy HOD & Assistant Professor, 

Faculty Of Commerce and Business Management, Amrapali Group Of Institutes. He discussed about the 

various credit schemes available for farmers to help them financially. He said that the banks have 

numerous credit facilities and schemes for the strengthening of farmers in rural and backward areas.  He 

stressed on the need to identify the needy farmers and provide them proper financial assistance. 

The vote of thanks was given by Dr. Chacko Jose P., Associate Professor and Head, Department of 

Economics, Sacred Heart College, Chalakudy, Kerala. Approximately 479 participants from India and 
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all over the world including countries like Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Nigeria & Sri Lanka have 

registered for the Symposium. It was coordinated by Dr. Ana Mateen, Assistant Professor, Department 

of Economics, Poona College and Mr. Nijil Jacobi, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, 

Sacred Heart College. 

Photographs
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Report 

Of 

WEBINAR ON FINANCIAL INCLUSION 

  

Department of Economics, P.G. & Research Centre in association with College of Agricultural Banking 

(CAB), Pune is organized a Webinar on the topic “Financial Inclusion & Agriculture” at 11:00am on 

25th January 2021. The purpose of this webinar was to understand that the farmers are the largest group 

of financially excluded persons in India, thereby highlighting the supply shortfall in finance to 

agriculture in India. Availability of finance would go a long way in improving output and productivity in 

agriculture, and consequently help in reducing poverty of farmers in India. The session was conducted 

by Shri Narayan Sir, Deputy General Manager & Member of Faculty, College of Agricultural Banking 

(CAB), Pune.  

More than 135 students of B.Com., B.A., B.Voc. in Banking, Financial Services and Insurance (BFSI) 

and M.A. (Economics) attended the session and gained knowledge relation to financial inclusion and its 

importance in uplifting the farmers from poverty. 
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Report 

Of 

WEB-TALK ON APPROACHES OF DEVELOPMENT IN INDIAN CONTEXT 

A Webtalk was organized by the Department of Economics (Post Graduate & Research Centre) on 27th 

January, 2021 at 12:30 am. Dr. CS Verma, Associate Professor, Giri Institute of Development Studies 

(GIDS), Lucknow was the guest speaker of the programme. He has emphasized on the Capabilities 

approach of Amartya Sen and market-based approach with especial emphasis on health and education. 

He has also thrown light on the political influence in the development process. Public expenditure and 

the role of state in attaining or sustaining the development were also explained by him. He mainly 

focused on the sectors which required more attention by the Government for their increased contribution 

in the GDP like health, education, women empowerment etc. 

Overall 74 students attended the webtalk. The event was coordinated by Dr. Gulnawaz Usmani. 

Photographs 
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Report 

Of 

WEB-TALK ON BASICS OF INTEREST FREE BANKING (ISLAMIC 

BANKING) 

A Webtalk was organized by the Department of Economics (Post Graduate & Research Centre) in 

collaboration with Department of Urdu, Arabic And Persian on 30th January, 2021 at 01:30 pm. Dr. Asif 

Akhtar, Assistant Professor, Aligarh Muslim University (AMU), was the guest speaker of the 

programme. He has thrown light on the conventional banking and Islamic banking. He has explained 

about the basic elements of Islamic Banking like Riba (Interest), Gharar (Uncertainity/Risk). Dr. Akhtar 

also explained about the strength and weaknesses and how these institutions (Islamic banking) make 

them compatible with the RBI’s Regulations. Sir also said that Islamic banking is not just for Muslims it 

is just a myth and we have to work on it that how we make it free from such myths. 

Overall 143 students attended the webtalk. The event was coordinated by Dr. Gulnawaz Usmani 

(Economics) and Dr. Abrar Ahmad (Urdu). 

Photographs 
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Report 

Of 

International Web-talk on 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND ITS IMPACT ON GLOBAL ECONOMIC 

ORDER 

An International Web-Talk was organized by the Department of Economics (Post Graduate & Research 

Centre) on 04th February, 2021 at 01:00 pm. Mr. Ahmad Wali Ahmad Yar, Vrije University, Brussel, 

Belgium, was the guest speaker of the programme. He has emphasized on the problem in the availability 

of international migration data because of different methods and measures to collect the data. Further, he 

classified the different forms of migration. He said that migration has various macroeconomic effects as 

migration increases world GDP, in particular with increase in productivity. At last he said migration is 

beneficial for the host country as migration provide the cheap labour and advanced skills. 

Overall 114 students attended the web-Talk. The event was coordinated by Dr. Gulnawaz Usmani. 

Photographs 
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Report 

Of 

WEB-TALK ON BUDGET 2021-22 

A Webtalk was organized by the Department of Economics (Post Graduate & Research Centre) on 15th 

February 2021 at 12:00 pm. Dr. Ashish Kulkarni, Assistant Professor, Gokhale Institute of Politics & 

Economics was the guest speaker of the programme. He has emphasized on the structure of the budget. 

He has also thrown light on the all the components of the budget. Further, He discussed how the well 

planned budget is important for the smooth functioning of an economy. 

Overall 96 students attended the webtalk. The event was coordinated by Dr. Gulnawaz Usmani. 

Photographs 
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Report 

Of 

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF DR. B.R. AMBEDKAR 

The Department of Economics had observed an online celebration on the birth anniversary of Dr. B.R. 

Ambedkar on 14th March, 2021.  The program was started with welcome address and introduction of the 

topic by Prof. Iqbal N. Shaikh. Dr. Shahid J. Ansari, officiating Head, Department of Economics graced 

the occasion as a resource person. He highlighted Babasaheb’s  early life followed by his political 

career. He had also highlighted the works of Dr. Ambedkar and how he was able to draft the Indian 

constitution. 

The vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Gulnawaz Usmani.  

The program was coordinated by Dr. Shahid J. Ansari. 

Photographs 
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Report 

Of 

TWO DAYS WORKSHOP ON RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

Department of Economics, Post Graduate & Research Centre, Y&M AKI's Poona College of Arts, 

Science & Commerce organized Two Days Workshop on Research Methodology from 30th to 31st 

May, 2021 at 2:30pm for Ph.D. research scholars and researchers. The core objective of the 

workshop was to equip the research scholars with set of skills and potentiality to undertake the 

research very effectively in the disciplines of social science and to turn completed research into 

publishable material of high quality in the form of articles, journals and books. The course intends 

to deal with variety of quantitative and qualitative research methods used in social science 

researches. It also gives exposure to data analysis with the help of software packages and various 

tools available for analysis. By the end programme they are expected to develop conceptual clarity 

and gain familiarity with practical knowledge to undertake quality research and writing good 

research papers field-reports and project proposals etc.  

The programme started with the Welcome & Presidential Address by Dr. Aftab Anwar Shaikh, 

Principal, Poona College of Arts, Science and Commerce. Then the Theme and objectives of the 

webinar was presented by Dr. Shahid Jamal Ansari, Head of Department, Economics.  

The Chief Guest Prof. Nighat Ahmad, Ex-Chairman, Department of Economics & Ex-Director of 

ACWS, Aligarh Muslim University addressed the participants and spoke about the relevance of 

Research Methodology in carrying out any research endeavour in social sciences and it is the 

central and most crucial component, element. 

The first session was conducted by Dr. Tosib Alam, Assistant Professor, Central University of 

Kashmir on the topic “Thematic Pattern of Social Science Research with reference to Economics 

Discipline.” He provided the in depth information regarding the importance of Social Science 

Research and its need  with a very comprehensive data on the various disciplines along with 

information regarding the universities providing Social science discipline in India.  

The second session was taken by Dr. Kavita Baliyan, Assistant Professor Giri Institute of 

Development Studies, Lucknow, which was a thought-provoking session on Literature Review & 

Concepts of Referencing & Bibliography. She discussed about the Purpose of Literature Review, 

various sources of LR, steps to be followed for conducting an effective review of literature. She 

also discussed about the comparison of literature and anlysing the strengths and weaknesses of 

one’s review and analyse it to demonstrate the topic’s chronological effect. 

Dr. Vikas Bajrang Abnave Research Assistant, Gokhale Institute of Politics & Economics 
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(GIPE), Pune conducted the last session on the topic “Data Sources in Social Science Research.” 

Sir explained the types of data and the difference between data and information. He explained 

how to distinguish between primary and secondary data. Sir has provided the details about the 

various segments in economy to explore data sources like agricultural sector, crop forecasts etc. 

The second day of the Workshop was initiated with the welcome address by Dr. Shahid Jamal 

Ansari, Head of Department, Economics and requested Prof. Nighat Ahmad, Ex-Chairman, 

Department of Economics & Ex-Director of ACWS, Aligarh Muslim University to conduct her 

session on Sampling & Questionnaire. She discussed the methods used to prepare questionnaire 

and the pros and cons of various types of questionnaires used. She described about Sampling, its 

types and methods to employ a sampling technique for effective results.  

The next session was conducted by Dr. Absar Ahmad, Assistant Professor, Manipal Tata Medical 

College, Jamshedpur on the topic “Steps in Analysis of Data in Research” wherein he explained 

the process of data analysis with different tools available for the research scholars. It was a very 

informative session and provided inputs on data collection, data entry, data cleaning and analysis 

both descriptive and inferential.  

Dr. Karimullah, Assistant Professor, University of Allahabad took the next session on the topic 

“Regression Analysis in Research (Time Series Analysis)” which was very well explained with 

the steps used in regression analysis.  

The last session was conducted by Dr. Bhavana Deshpande, Assistant Professor Department of 

Statistics, Poona College of Arts, Science & Commerce on the topic “Hypothesis Testing.” She 

gave a brilliant presentation with live examples of framing hypotheses and then proving them by 

using different statistical tools. It was praised by the participants the most due to easy 

comprehending technique used by Dr. Bhavana Deshpande.  

The Vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. Ana Mateen on the first day and Dr. Shahid Jamal 

Ansari on the second day.  

There were 1285 registration of participants through Google Forms. The participants belonged to 

different parts of the world like Nigeria, Afghanistan, UAE, Saudi Arabia etc. and all over India. 

This Workshop was conducted through Zoom Video Conferencing. A certificate of participation 

was shared electronically after the feedback form was filled. There was no Registration Fee for 

participation.  

The program was coordinated and compered by Dr. Ana Mateen. It was a collaborative effort of 

the faculty of Department of Economics- Dr Gulnawaz Usmani, Dr Vidysagar Singaram and Ms. 

Rifat Memon. 
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Report 

Of 

WEBINAR ON WORLD FOOD SAFETY DAY 

 
Department of Economics, PG & Research Centre, Y&M AKI’s Poona College of Arts, Science & 

Commerce organized a national webinar on 3rd World Food Safety Day, on 7th June 2021 for the 

students, research scholars and faculty members. The core objective of the webinar was to get them 

aware of the gravity and severity of food safety and security along with the theme, programs, and 

objectives of this World Day observed by the United Nations. 

Principal of the College, Prof. Dr Aftab Anwar Shaikh highlighted the theme, slogans and background of 

the World Food Safety Day. He drew the attention of the participants on the theme of the Day ‘Safe food 

now for a healthy tomorrow’ and this ‘food safety is everyone’s business. 

The Chief Guest, Prof. Vilas Adhav, Head, Department of Economics Savitribai Phule Pune University 

addressed the participants and spoke about the relevance of observing this World Food Safety Day. He 

highlighted the importance of food for a person and its role in the economy and society. Food is the 

basic need of all living creatures and he has thrown light on the need of food in recent pandemics 

especially in the time of lockdown when poor, labourers and other migrant people were stuck in their 

houses without food. 

He has given references to the work done by Poona College under the leadership of Principal, Prof. 

Aftab Anwar Shaikh for distributing food packets for those needy people during that time. He shared his 

rich knowledge and experiences on the said subject and has provided in-depth information regarding the 

importance of food safety, food security and its need. In this time of crisis, he suggested that we should 

work together to ensure safe food for all. 

Dr M Shahid Jamal Ansari, Secretary of Webinar and Incharge of the Department of Economics 

addressed the participants as resource person. He has discussed in detail the theme of this World Food 

Safety Day i.e. ‘safe food now for a healthy tomorrow’ and intelligently differentiated between food 

safety and food security in the light of UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 2 

i.e Zero hunger. He has argued about the observance of this Day at the global level in the context of food 

safety and food security with statistics. Finally, he has thrown light on the slogan and various actions 

taken by WHO and FAO to ensure food safety and security for all. 
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There were a large number of participants from all parts of India, particularly from Maharashtra state. 

This webinar was conducted through Zoom Video Conferencing. A certificate of participation was 

shared electronically after the feedback form was filled. There was no Registration Fee for participation. 
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Report 

Of 

WEBINAR ON WORLD DAY TO COMBAT WORLD DESERTIFICATION AND 

DROUGHTS 

On 17th June 2021, Department of Economics, PG & Research Centre organized a webinar on World 

Day to Combat World Desertification and Droughts. Webinar started with the recitation of the holy 

Quran by Mr Tabish (MA-II year student). Prof. (Dr.) Aftab Anwar Shaikh, principal Poona College 

proposed the welcome address. Initially, Dr. Ana Mateen delivered her talk on the economic and social 

impact of desertification, land degradation and drought which was then followed by keynote speaker, 

Dr. Mohd. Firoz Ahamed of Department of Geography, Aligarh Muslim University delivering his 

speech as a guest speaker. Dr. Mohd. Firoz Ahamed talked on the topic Impact of Desertification on 

Environment.  The speaker discussed in detail on the causes of desertification which was then followed 

by various case studies.  Dr. Mohd. Firoz Ahamed has also suggested various approaches to deal with 

desertification. At the end Dr. Ana Mateen, Coordinator of the webinar proposed vote of thanks.  

Overall 65 participants have joined the webinar. 
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Report 

Of 

NATIONAL WEBINAR ON IMPROVING GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS OF 

MSMES 

On 27th June 2021, Department of Economics, PG & Research Centre organized one day national 

webinar on Improving Global Competiveness of MSMEs. Webinar started with the recitation of the holy 

Quran by Mr Tabish (MA-II year student). Prof. (Dr.) Aftab Anwar Shaikh, principal Poona College 

proposed the welcome address. Keynote speaker, Prof. Keshab Das of Gujarat Institute of Development 

research (GIDR) delivered his speech on the topic “MSMEs in India: Policy concerns and emerging 

Issues”. Prof Das has talked about the role of MSMEs in the overall GDP of the country. Importance of 

MSMEs was also explained by prof. Das as MSMEs plays an important role in employment generation. 

Prof. Das has also highlighted the infrastructure inadequacy like road, railways, power supply etc. At the 

end Dr. Gulnawaz Usmani, Coordinator of the webinar proposed vote of thanks.  

Overall 58 participants have joined the webinar. 
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Report 

Of 

WORLD POPULATION DAY 

The World Population Day is a United Nations initiative that the entire world celebrates on the 11th of 

July every year. Furthermore, the aim of this day is to create awareness about the exploding world 

population and the importance of reproductive health. Department of Economics, P.G. & Research 

Centre observed “World Population Day” on 11th July, 2021 at 2:30p.m.  Dr. Mallika Mistry, Assistant 

Professor of the Department (Retd.), delivered the Lecture through Zoom App. She explained why UN 

initiated this program to combat the issue of the growing population and raise awareness among the 

public about the same. Most noteworthy, on a vast scale World Population Day focuses on the need and 

importance of controlling the increasing population of the world. She emphasized on the importance of 

family planning as in 2018, the program had the slogan “Family planning is a human right”. The primary 

aim of this program was to increase awareness about reproductive health problems among the people. 

She described the fact that a large number of pregnant women yield to poor reproductive health and 

demanded certain laws for protecting the rights of a girl child. Approximately 50 Students from Arts & 

Commerce streams attended the lecture. The coordinator of the program was Dr. Ana Mateen 
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Report 

Of 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY 

 

A webinar on the International Migrants day was organized by Department of Economics on 18th 

December 2021 at 2:30 pm. Dr. Shahid Jamal Ansari chaired the webinar as a resource person and 

delivering his valuable knowledge on the topic “Global Compact of Migration”. Honourable Principal, 

Prof. Dr. Aftab Anwar Shaikh and Vice Principal, Prof. Khan Moinuddin graced the webinar.  

Dr. Gulnawaz Usmani was the coordinator of the programme.  
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